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                I do wish you all every blessing for this year which lies ahead.  The weather has been something which 
few of us have experienced in the past – but, thankfully now, we seem to be well on the way to recovery. 
 
Each New Year brings new challenges – and one of the challenges which we face for this coming year is that of 
increasing both communications and collaboration in our Archdiocese.  I hope that this new e-bulletin will aid 
both communications and collaboration!  The Editor of the e-bulletin is Ms Patricia Carroll, who is our Episcopal 
Delegate for Pastoral Resources and will in future be responsible for this successor to the previous ‘Archdiocesan 
Newsletter’.  News from all of our agencies will be incorporated regularly – and I will also have the opportunity 
of sharing news and information with you.  I will still maintain my regular links with the priests of the 
Archdiocese in my ‘Ad Clerum’ (letter to the clergy) – which I will send out from my own home, while this e-
bulletin will be produced from the Pastoral Office.  Do not hesitate to contact Patricia at 
patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk if you have information concerning the apostolate of our Archdiocese which you 
which included. 
 
I write to you now, looking forward to my visit with SCIAF to Zambia and Malawi at the end of January; then 
after my return to Edinburgh, I depart again shortly, along with my brother Bishops, for our week-long Ad Limina 
visit to Pope Benedict XVI and his advisers in Rome.   
 
Do continue to keep me in your prayers, as I remember you and all of your intentions during this year ahead 
when we will both celebrate the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to our country, as well as at archdiocesan level, my 
own Silver Jubilee as your Bishop. 
 
With my kindest regards, good wishes and prayers.           
 

 

 

 

               Four Deaneries are taking part in the year long process of training in catechesis. So far nearly one hundred participants from  

               across the archdiocese have completed module one on the vocation and ministry of the catechist.  

The deanery of St. Mary’s West Lothian completed module two before Christmas!  The second module focuses on the 

connection between catechesis and the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults led by Patricia Carroll, the Episcopal Delegate 

for Pastoral Resources. Here are the dates and venues for your diary: 

 23rd January—St. Patrick’s Lochgelly 10.30am—3.30pm 

 30th January—St. Francis Xavier Falkirk 11am—4pm 

 6th February— The Gillis Centre Edinburgh 10.30am—3.30pm 
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If you are taking part in these sessions please remember to complete your journaling activity for module one and hand 

them in when you come for the second session. For more details about the catechists training contact: 

patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk 

 

 

 

RITE of ELECTION RESOURCES 

Many of you will have seen the resource booklet for preparing for the Rite of Election which will take place in St. Mary’s 

Cathedral on Sunday the 21
st

 February at 3pm. The booklet can be used by RCIA groups to reflect on the scripture passages 

for the day and some of the prayers of the Rite. You can download a pdf  version here for use in the parish by clicking the 

link PREPARING Rite of Election 2010.pdf or  if you need paper copies for your group these can be obtained from 

ann.clark@staned.org.uk 

 

LENT THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION READING GROUPS 

Many people have the habit of reading a book for Lent which has spiritual or theological content. This year we are 

encouraging parishes and deaneries to consider running a Lent Reading Group where every group in the archdiocese reads 

the same material for Lent. The book we have chosen for this year is called ‘Living Baptism Daily’ by Lawrence E. Mick and 

costs £10. We do have some copies in the Pastoral Resources office and these can be obtained from 

ann.clark@staned.org.uk 

There will be a Gillis Reading Group for Lent meeting every Tuesday of Lent beginning on the 23
rd

 February from 7 – 8pm. If 

you are interested in participating in this group or running a group in your own cluster or deanery contact 

patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk   

For guidelines on how to lead a group click the link LEADING A LENT THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION GROUP.pdf 

   

  

WAYS of PRAYING in LENT 

Lent is a time for spiritual renewal where we focus more intently on the presence and action of God in our lives. This year 

there is an opportunity to experience different ways of praying every Thursday of Lent at the Gillis Centre from the 18
th

 

February onwards 7.30 -9.30pm. For further information contact Juliet MacKellaig 0131 447 6936 or email 

julietmackellaig@yahoo.com.  You can also visit a website for applications and more information about the themes at 

www.prayingwiththeheart.org.uk 

 

RESOURCES for the LENTEN JOURNEY 

A resource booklet for Lent is available from Pastoral Resources, this has been provided by all the pastoral agencies of the 

archdiocese  and  can be obtained by clicking the link LENT 2010.pdf  This will also be available on the archdiocese 

homepage. Paper copies can be obtained from ann.clark@staned.org.uk 
  

 

  

The past few months have been extremely fruitful for members of the Religious Education team.  Many primary schools 

have availed of opportunities for Continuing Professional Development offered by both Sr. Christine Triay and Brid O’ Brien 

primarily in the areas of preparation for the Mass and in familiarization with the Curriculum for Excellence. Twenty six 

primary schools availed of these opportunities in the first term. We were also delighted to offer an afternoon to our High 

LENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Religious Education 
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School R.E teachers facilitated by Ms. Barbara Campbell, recently appointed Diocesan Advisor to both Glasgow and 

Motherwell.   We cooperated with 5 local Authorities in providing orientation courses to Probationers working in Catholic 

Schools and recently brought these probationers together for Mass in Gillis.   

A very special feature of recent months has been the inaugural Conference for Aspiring Leaders in Catholic Primary schools 

held in the Stirling Management Centre on November 6
th

 2009.  The challenge of attracting Head Teachers is becoming 

increasingly difficult and we are immensely grateful to the superb work of the Archdiocesan Recruitment Strategy group 

who work extremely hard to devise possible avenues of exploration of this issue.  Over 60 Aspiring Leaders attended the 

Conference and we will work with them to encourage them to progress towards their goal. 

We were pleased to collaborate with the Fife Deanery’s subgroup on Catholic Education and offered a training evening to all 

members of Parents Councils in Catholic Schools.  Almost all schools in the Deanery were represented and the evening 

offered an excellent opportunity for those present to enhance their understanding of Catholic Education and reflect on the 

role of Church nominated member in particular. 

Forthcoming Events: Sr. Christine will continue to work with schools throughout the term, while other team members will 

focus particularly on the development of core learning to complement the Curriculum for Excellence in the area of Religious 

Education. 

Mrs. Margaret Murray joined the RE Team on Thursday 7th January in the post of RE Advisor and Chaplaincy Co-coordinator 

in Catholic High Schools you can contact her at margaret.murray@staned.org.uk and Mrs. Irene Furlong joined us on the 

12
th

 January in the post of RE Administration Assistant., her email is Irene.furlong@staned.org.uk telephone 0131 623 8912 

 

 

Lay Leadership of Funeral Rites – St Joseph’s, Whitburn 

Monday 8
th

 February and Monday 22
nd

 February 2010 from 7.15 – 9.15 pm. 

We have been asked by Fr Jimmy Smith to offer workshops on Lay Leadership in Funeral Rites.  These workshops will be 

presented jointly by Social Care and Pastoral Resources.   This is open to all the parishes in St. Mary’s Deanery. You can 

download a poster and more information by clicking the link Funeral Rites Poster 2010.doc 

Enough for All 

Saturday 30 January to Sunday 7 February 2010 is Poverty and Homelessness Action Week.  Contact 

www.actionweek.org.uk for more information and free resources.  Or contact Scottish Churches Housing Action on 0131 

477 4500 

 

 

Since coming into post in November, I have begun to go out to parishes & meet those actively involved in Youth Ministry to 

find out & assess what is currently happening in the Diocese. To further ascertain this, a Letter & Audit Form has been sent 

to every parish to which I hope there will be a good response. The information received will be processed & gaps, needs & 

interests acknowledged & acted upon. 

Each month in the St. Giles Deanery there is an opportunity for Young People to gather at the Gillis Centre at 4pm 

The dates for 2010 are 17
th

 January, 21
st

 February, 21
st

 March, 18
th

 April, 23
rd

 May        

There will also be a June Retreat experience. If you need more information contact anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk 

Social Care 

Youth Ministry 
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LENTEN RETREAT for YOUNG ADULTS  
 
This day will take place on the 27th March at the Gillis Centre led by Fr Peter Scally SJ 
Theme: ‘SHOW ME YOUR FACE    To book places contact anne.mcevoy@staned.org. Telephone 0131 623 8917 Gillis Centre 

 

 
 
 
 

Sat 30
th

 January               “A morning on Prayer and action.”    Archdiocesan Justice & Peace Day, 
                                             St Mary’s Cathedral Hall, Edinburgh 10am-1pm. 
                                             All welcome. Suggested donation £5 waged, £3 unwaged. 
                                             Contact Miriam McHardy: miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk 
 
Sat 13

th
 March                   Justice & Peace Lent retreat day “I myself will dream a dream within you” 

                                             10am-4pm.  Kilgraston. 
                                             The day assumes participants have an interest in, and are active in, justice and peace. 
                                             More information and to book a place, contact Miriam 
                                             £15 waged, £10 unwaged. miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk 
 
Lenten Carbon Fast    

Every year we are invited to make a Lenten observance which includes fasting, prayer and actions of service to our 

community. This year, we are inviting all members of the Archdiocese to consider taking on a “Carbon Fast” as part of their 

observance. The Fast aims to help us to: 

Make a Lenten sacrifice through small actions that also help us to become more aware of our energy consumption  

Become more aware of how our energy consumption impacts on the lives of others, especially in poorer countries, and 

God’s whole creation.  Bring to God in prayer our efforts and desire to change. 

The fast will include: ideas for small actions to reduce carbon, prayers and reflections for each day of Lent.  

Information on the fast will be available in January. It will be made available to all parishes, as well as through the J&P 

mailing list and on the website. If you would like more information, please contact: miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk 

Details will also be included in the Lent Resource Booklet being produced by the Pastoral Resources Agency Team  

 

Climate change leaflet and Environment booklet 

The J&P core group produced a short, informative leaflet on climate change and the Copenhagen talks. This was made 

available to all parishes and a number of parishes have handed it out, talked about the issue at Mass, included prayers in 

the Mass or held a special Mass. Some parishes also took part in ringing bells to raise awareness about the Copenhagen 

talks on Sun 13
th

 December. A booklet on the Environment, including more information, prayers and reflections, will be 

available from the end January. Contact miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

Distribution of Policy Documents             The remaining sections of the ‘Awareness and Safety in our Catholic 

Communities’ manual were approved by the Bishops’ Conference.  The documents have now come from the printers and 

are ready to be distributed to all Parish Priests and Parish Co-coordinators for insertion into their manuals. 

Safegaurding Children & Vulnerable Adults 

Justice and Peace 
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These documents will be distributed through Deanery representatives within the next few weeks along with the Parish 

Audit from the National Office.   One of the questions in the Audit this year will be whether or not parishes have received 

these documents which is why they are being distributed together.  

If you need any further information about these documents please contact me at liz.carty@staned.org.uk 

 

 

FROM THE LAURISTON CENTRE 

Following the disappointment of the Copenhagen Environment Summit Cop15 in December 2009, the Centre is hosting a 

series of meetings to consider ‘what now?’  You can obtain information about The After Copenhagen Series, by clicking the 

link  Environment Series,   This series will bring various people to the Centre through the course of the coming year who 

were involved in Copenhagen, others who have campaigned and followed it closely, and others still who now suffer its 

effects. 

VISIT of FR. LAURENCE FREEMAN OC, OSB 

Fr. Laurence will speak St. John’s Episcopal Church Princes Street on Wednesday 26 May at 7.30pm on meditation and 

spirituality in a secular age, tickets will cost £7/£5 concessions. You can book online at www.tickets-scotland.com 

REMEMBERING SERVICE 

There will be a Remembering Service in St John the Baptist’s Church at 5.30pm on Sunday, 21st February 2010. The service 

is for those who have suffered the death of a child from the beginning of pregnancy onwards, whether recently or at an 

earlier time.  It provides an opportunity to participate in a formal acknowledgement of their grief. Those who wish to come 

in love and support are also most welcome.  It is hoped that representatives from organisations that provide counselling for 

stillbirths, miscarriages, and abortions will be present and available after the service.  Could the attached poster be 

displayed in your parish?   Click the link to download a poster for your parish Remembering Service poster.doc 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 27
th

 JANUARY 

This year there is an event in cooperation with St Thomas of Aquin’s High School, a place very dedicated to Holocaust 

education and a great example of a school which develops deep rooted values in its pupils.  The event is a screening of the 

BBC film ‘God On Trial’, originally screened on BBC2 in September 2008, dealing with a trial held in Auschwitz. For more 

information and poster click the link HMD27Jan.pdf 

THEY WILL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

Some readers may be familiar with the hymn, Mr. A.J. New has composed an alternative musical setting. A copy of the full 

piano score will be sent to anyone who requests enclosing a large or medium size self-addressed envelope to: Mr. A. J. New, 

9 Maidstone Rd, New Southgate, London N11 2TR 

NEXT Ebulletin:  
If you have any items about the pastoral activity of the archdiocese and would like them in the next ebulletin please send 

them by email to patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk by TUESDAY the 23rd February 

 

Around the Archdiocese  
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